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inevitably to those violent anti-Semitic explosions, known
as pogroms, which have stained the pages of modern Russian
history. The revolutionary movement has complicated
matters still further; for Jews are naturally to be found
in the revolutionary ranks, and the bureaucracy and its
hooligan supporters have tended to identify the Jewish
race with the Revolutionary Party. Nothing can excuse
the treatment of the Jews in Russia during the last thirty-
five years, and the guilt lies almost entirely upon the Govern-
ment, which, instead of leading the peopleand educatingthem
by initiating an enlightened policy towards the Jews, a policy
which might in fact have done more than anything else to
si Russify " the latter, has persistently aided and abetted the
worst elements of the population in their acts of violence.
It has reaped its reward in the rise of one of the most formid-
able of the revolutionary parties in modern Russia, the
so-called Jewish " Bund." The Governor of Yilna, in a con-
fidential report written in 1903, declared that " this political
movement is undoubtedly a result of the abnormal position
of the Jews, legal and economic, which has been created
by our legislation. A revision of the laws concerning the
Jews is absolutely urgent, and every postponement of it is
pregnant with the most dangerous consequences/'
Yet when we condemn Russia for her pogroms and
her Jew-baitings, we must not forget two facts: first,
that these occurrences are the work, not of the real Russian
people, the peasantry which has been described above,
but of the dregs of the population which are to be
found at the base of the social structure in the towns
of Russia as in towns nearer home; second, that Russia
is not the only country in the world that has these racial
problems to face. I once heard a Russian and an American
discussing the comparative demerits of their respective